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ArtsPeak Calls for Senate Inquiry 
 
We, the undersigned members of ArtsPeak (the confederation of national peak arts 
organisations), call for a Senate Inquiry into the recent federal Budget announcement 
that $104.8m over 4 years will be stripped from the appropriation of the Australia 
Council for the Arts to establish a National Programme for Excellence in the Arts 
(NPEA) under the control of the Arts Minister. 
 
In addition, the Australia Council’s budget has been reduced by: 

- $6m over 3 years for the establishment of the Australian Book Council 
- $7.2m over 4 years in efficiency savings 

 
We are concerned by the lack of consultation with the Australia Council and key arts 
industry stakeholders in making this radical change to the arts funding process. 
Senator Brandis has failed to provide anything other than anecdotal evidence to justify 
his actions, nor has he been able to confirm that the arms’ length principle and 
genuine peer assessment processes would apply to the NPEA.  
 
We are also concerned that funding will be cut from the major national institutions: the 
National Gallery of Australia; the National Museum of Australia; and the National 
Portrait Gallery. In addition, the Budget papers show that the Government will make 
cuts to other arts and cultural programs including the Ministry for the Arts and Screen 
Australia ($3.6m over four years adding to cuts of $38m made in the 2014 federal 
budget).  
 
In addition to the $28.2m cuts over four years made to the Australia Council’s budget 
in 2014, the creation of the NPEA means an additional $23m reduction in annual 
funds available to the Australia Council to deliver its grants programs for individual 
artists and key small to medium sized arts organisations thus throwing an already 
fragile ecosystem into chaos. The immediate impact includes: 
 
• the June 2015 grant round, including government programs, will not proceed; 
• the organisations six-year funding program is suspended; 
• the ArtStart, Creative Communities Partnerships Initiative and Artists in Residence 

programs will not be offered in the future. 
 
The announcement of NPEA has created enormous uncertainty across the arts 
industry and threatens to undermine the confidence and support of the industry 
partners, state funding authorities and philanthropic agencies on whom the financial 
viability of the sector depends. We are concerned that the Australia Council brand has 
been damaged, and we call on Senator Brandis to act immediately to restore 
confidence in the Council with key stakeholders and the broader community.  
 
ArtsPeak aims to ensure that Australians can continue to enjoy diverse rich cultural 
experiences at all levels. Until the outcome of a Senate Inquiry, we call on Senator 
Brandis to restore all the funding cut from the Australia Council and its programs, and 
repeal his decision to establish the NPEA.  
 
For media comment please contact  
Tamara Winikoff, Executive Director, National Association for the Visual Arts (NAVA) 
0411 162 156 
Nicole Beyer, Director, Theatre Network (Vic) 0432 609 658 



 
Signed by: 
Arts Access Australia 
Arts Industry Council SA (AICSA) 
Arts Industry Council Vic (AICVic) 
Arts Law Centre of Australia  
Association of Northern Kimberly and Arnhem Aboriginal Artists (ANKAAA) 
Ausdance  
Australian Music Centre 
Australian Network for Art and Technology (ANAT) 
Australian Performing Arts Centres Association (APACA) 
Australian Society of Authors (ASA) 
Childers Group ACT Spokesperson David Williams  
Creating Australia 
Music Australia 
National Association for the Visual Arts (NAVA) 
Performing Arts Touring Alliance (PATA) 
Theatre Network (Vic) 
 
Also supported by: 
Australian Directors Guild (ADG) 
Contemporary Art Organisations Australia (CAOS)  
Feral Arts  
National Writers’ Centre Network members (NSW Writers Centre, SA Writers Centre, 
Tasmanian Writers Centre, Writers Victoria, Writing WA) 
PEN Sydney 
 


